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Home Composting grows
in popularity in Wales

Merthyr Tydfil pioneers the way
for kitchen organics in Wales

Home composting is high on the
agenda for Welsh authorities as
an option for residents to divert
organic waste from landfill.
Almost a quarter of the amount
of rubbish put in the average
refuse bin is organic and can
be composted at home.

One of the key provisions of
the Landfill Directive requires
a reduction in biodegradable
municipal waste (BMW) going
to landfill. To meet these targets
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough
Council (MTCBC) has set in place a
biowaste collection scheme to
households in their borough.

Straight is the UK’s market leader
in home composters and has recently
provided Pembrokeshire County
Council with 30,000 home compost
bins. Straight also managed the home
delivery of one composter to every
household in the county.
Under the Council’s new county-wide
composting campaign every household
has received a free 335 litre Compost
Machine. This is in a bid to encourage
residents to compost their garden
waste and uncooked kitchen waste
in a more environmentally friendly

and economically sustainable way;
reducing the amount of green waste
sent to landfill whilst providing the
householder with a free supply
of compost for use in their garden.
The home compost bins are made
from 100% recycled plastic, with a twist
locking windproof lid and a large
side-hatch allowing easy removal
of the finished compost.
In addition to the compost bin,
householders will receive a composting
information guide with further support
available through a telephone
information line and local compost
advisors. Straight is also offering
discounted accessories including bases
for the compost bins and an organic
accelerator liquid.
Home compost officer Paul Watkins
commented: “Pembrokeshire is quite
a rural area so home delivering all
of the composters is a difficult task;
however Straight have delivered the
bins to households with ease.
According to the Assembly
Government, home composting
of green and vegetable wastes is the
single most effective waste prevention
measure that local authorities can
promote, so by encouraging people
to compost at home we’re confident
of making a significant contribution
to meeting Pembrokeshire’s landfill
diversion targets”.
Powys County Council has been
promoting the benefits of home
composting since 1999 and has sold
around 8,000 units to date. The bulk
of these have been supplied by
Straight. Home composters are
currently available to residents with a
free kitchen caddy collected from civic
amenities centres across the County at
subsidised prices from as little as £10.

www.straight.co.uk

By 2010 MTCBC's maximum allowance
for the landfill of biodegradable
municipal waste will be 14,753 tonnes.
In a borough of less than 56,000
residents, this equates to approximately
a quarter of a tonne per person per year.

There has been a surge in the
numbers sold since the council
introduced a charge for the collection
of garden waste from households
earlier this year, Lee Marshall,
Street Scene Manager commented:
“We wanted to offer residents an
alternative option to utilise their
garden waste and home composting
is a good way to do this. We believe
this will eventually contribute towards
meeting the Biodegradable Municipal
Waste targets set by the government.”

To succeed in diverting a large amount
of recyclable material away from landfill
the Council realised that an integrated
package of options would be required.
A combination of separate collections,
treatment, centralised composting and
materials recycling would have to be
employed together with the availability
of adequate capacity and markets for
the materials collected. It also recognised
that a combined garden and kitchen

Menter Mon is a community
based enterprise agency working
in partnership with the Isle of Anglesey
County Council. Funding received
from the Strategic Recycling Scheme
(SRS) earlier this year, has allowed
them to make 3,000 compost bins
available to Anglesey residents free
of charge and these were snapped
up by keen residents within 6 weeks.

waste collection scheme would need
to be introduced to maximise the
amount of BMW diverted from landfill.
During 2003/4 funding became
available from the Strategic Recycling
Scheme; one of the main criteria within
the application was that the option of
kitchen waste collections must be
included. At the same time MTCBC
was trialling a garden waste collection
scheme and so submitted a bid for the
development of this scheme including
provision for the collection of kitchen
waste from 10,000 properties.
Following the funding award, Straight
successfully won a tender to supply
10,000 of its five litre Kitchen Caddy
and 10,000 25 litre Minimax
containers. The Kitchen Caddy is used
by the householder to store kitchen
waste in prior to transferring to the
25 litre Minimax which is left outdoors
for collection purposes. Straight has
significant knowledge in this area as
they have supplied this system to a
number of other authorities in England.

MTCBC is one of the first authorities in
Wales to pioneer the collection of
kitchen waste and so could not gain
information from its peers. However
they gained knowledge from outside
of Wales and also attended the Welsh
LARAC conference in 2005 focused
on kitchen waste collections.
To date the Council has not experienced
any contamination problems and has
in fact received praise on the quality of
the materials being delivered. Val Steel,
Waste Services Officer at Merthyr Tydfil
County Borough Council said “We have
collection staff who are dedicated to the
project and they are encouraged to
speak to residents if they experience
problems whilst collecting. Secondly the
door-stepping campaign has achieved
positive results.”
Although the scheme in Merthyr Tydfil
is still in its infancy the council has
noted that in the first four months there
has been a significant reduction in the
amount of BMW being sent to landfill
compared with the previous year.
Val Steel continues: “Some daily
rounds are achieving nearly 50%
participation which is encouraging.
We will be able to give a more accurate
comparison during the autumn and
winter months when the garden waste
component significantly reduces”.
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Adfywiad i ailgylchu
ochr ffordd
Mae awdurdodau lleol yng
Nghymru yn adfywio’u cynlluniau
ailgylchu blychau ochr ffordd
presennol â’r nod o gwtogi mwy
fyth ar swm y deunydd
ailgylchadwy sy’n cael ei anfon i
safleoedd tirlenwi, a chynyddu’r
cyfraddau ailgylchu.
Mae Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Caerffili’n
cynhyrchu 80,000 tunnell o wastraff
bob blwyddyn, ac mae modd ailgylchu
60% o hwnnw. Mae hyn yn cyfateb i
oddeutu 1 tunnell fesul aelwyd. Er
mwyn cwtogi ar swm y gwastraff sy’n
cael ei anfon i safleoedd tirlenwi, ac
annog aelwydydd i ailgylchu, mae’r
Cyngor wedi bod yn rhedeg cynllun
casglu ochr ffordd ers y 9 mlynedd
diwethaf, a hynny’n llwyddiannus iawn.
Mae Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Caerffili’n
defnyddio blwch ochr ffordd 55 litr y
mae Straight yn ei gyflenwi, i gasglu
papur, cardbord, poteli plastig, caniau
a thecstilau o dros 70,000 o aelwydydd
ledled y Sir. Maent yn casglu pob
pythefnos, ac mae hyn, ar hyn o bryd,
yn cynnwys gwydr; fodd bynnag, bydd
y deunydd yma’n cael ei gasglu ar
wahân cyn bo hir, mewn blwch ochr
ffordd porffor 44 litr. Yna, y bwriad yw
casglu pob wythnos o lawer o eiddo
sydd yn y cynllun. Daw’r ail flwch ochr
ffordd yma o’r un teulu â’r blwch 55 litr,
a Straight sy’n cyflenwi hwn hefyd. Mae
blychau ochr ffordd llai yn ddelfrydol ar
gyfer casglu deunyddiau trymach fel
gwydr neu bapur, gan y gall y trigolyn
a’r casglwr ei chael yn anodd trin a
thrafod y deunyddiau hyn.

Yn ôl Malcolm Smith,
Swyddog Gwastraff ac
Ailgylchu yng Nghyngor
Bwrdeistref Sirol Caerffili,
“Rydym ni wedi bod yn
gweithio gyda Straight ers
sawl blwyddyn ac rydym
bob amser wedi derbyn
gwasanaeth o safon
uchel. Mae’r Cyngor
bellach yn defnyddio
cerbyd cywasgu dwbl
sy’n caniatáu gwahanu
deunyddiau, ac felly
rydym ni wedi
penderfynu gwahanu’r
gwydr oddi wrth
weddill y pethau
ailgylchadwy gan
ddefnyddio
cynhwysydd ar wahân.”
Aeth Mr Smith ymlaen i ddweud,
“Rydym ni wrth ein bodd bod trigolion
wedi ymrwymo i’r cynllun ailgylchu sydd
ar waith gennym ni, ac rydym ni’n
gobeithio gweld eu brwdfrydedd yn
parhau wrth i’r gwydr gael ei gasglu
mewn blwch ar wahân”.

Ailgylchu Strategol, a ariennir gan
ESF/ERDF trwy Lywodraeth Cynulliad
Cymru. Meddai Frances O’Brien,
Rheolwr Prosiect y cynllun, “Roedd yna
sawl ffactor a gyfrannodd at ein
penderfyniad i ddefnyddio blwch 55 litr
Straight â chaead arno. Fodd bynnag,
y ffactor wnaeth ddylanwadu fwyaf
arnom ni oedd eu bod nhw wedi’u
gwneud 100% o blastig eildro, gan fod
hyn yn gweddu i’n polisi amgylcheddol
ni. Roedd y caead gwrthwynt sy’n cau
yn dynn yn ei le hefyd yn nodwedd
ychwanegol wych. Mae’r blychau nawr
yn cael eu dosbarthu ac maen nhw’n
edrych yn ffantastig”.

Blaenau Gwent currently collects
around 2,000 tonnes of recyclable
material from the kerbside and
following the implementation of this
scheme it is hoped this figure will
double by December 2007. Marketing
plays a key role to help with this and
a positive response has been received
by the media. In addition to this each
household will receive a leaflet with
their box outlining what can be put
into the recycling box. Tidy Trev is
also hoping to secure funding for
an education officer in the near future.
Project Manager of the scheme said:
”There were many contributing factors
why we chose the Straight 55 litre box
and lid, however the biggest pulling
factor was that they are produced from
100% recycled plastic as this fits in with
our environmental policy. The wind-proof
snap-on lid was also a great additional
feature. The boxes are now being
delivered and look fantastic”.

Mae cynllun ochr ffordd Cyngor
Bwrdeistref Sir Blaenau Gwent wedi
bod ar waith ers 1997, gan gwmpasu
90% o’r Fwrdeistref a chasglu
gwahanol ddeunyddiau. Er mwyn cael
mwy o bobl i gymryd rhan, a chynyddu
swm y deunyddiau sy’n cael eu casglu
i’w hailgylchu, mae menter Ailgylchu
Cymunedol Blaenau Gwent, yn
masnachu dan yr enw “Tidy Trev”
mewn partneriaeth â Chyngor
Bwrdeistref Sirol Blaenau Gwent, wrthi
ar hyn o bryd yn rhoi cynllun newydd
ar waith fesul cam i bob cartref yn y
Fwrdeistref, gyda blwch ochr ffordd glas
55 litr Straight â chaead arno. Diben
hwn yw casglu pethau ailgylchadwy
cymysg, gan gynnwys gwydr, papurau
newydd, caniau, poteli plastig, tecstilau
ac esgidiau.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s
kerbside scheme has been operating since
1997 covering 90% of the Borough and
collecting multi materials. To increase
participation and the amount of recycled
materials collected, Blaenau Gwent
Community Recycling Ltd, trading
as “Tidy Trev” in partnership with
Blaenau Gwent County Borough
Council is currently rolling out a new
scheme to every home in the Borough
with a blue Straight 55 litre kerbside
box and lid. This is for the collection
of mixed recyclables including glass,
newspaper, cans, plastic bottles,
textiles and shoes.
Mr Smith continues, “We are delighted
that residents are committed to the
recycling scheme we have in place
and hope to see their enthusiasm
continue with the glass collected
in a separate box”.
Malcolm Smith, Waste
and Recycling Officer
at Caerphilly County
Borough Council said:
“We have worked with
Straight for a number
of years and have
always received a high
level of service. The
Council is now using
a twin pack vehicle
that allows the
separation of
materials and so we
have opted
to separate out the
glass from the rest
of the recyclables
using a separate
container.”

Cwmni dielw cymunedol yw Tidy Trev
ac mae wedi derbyn arian o’r Cynllun

Mae Blaenau Gwent ar hyn o bryd yn
casglu tua 2,000 tunnell o ddeunyddiau
ailgylchadwy o ochr y ffordd, ac ar ôl
rhoi’r cynllun hwn ar waith y gobaith
yw y bydd y ffigur hwn yn dyblu erbyn
mis Rhagfyr 2007. Mae marchnata’n
chwarae rhan allweddol yn hyn o beth
ac mae’r cyfryngau wedi ymateb yn
bositif. Yn ogystal â hyn, bydd pob
aelwyd yn derbyn taflen gyda’u blwch
yn amlinellu’r hyn y gallant ei roi yn y
blwch ailgylchu. Mae Tidy Trev hefyd
yn gobeithio sicrhau arian ar gyfer
swyddog addysg yn y dyfodol agos.
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Tidy Trev is a community not for profit
company that has received funding
from the Strategic Recycling Scheme,
funded by ESF/ERDF through the Welsh
Assembly Government. Frances O’Brien,
Caerphilly County Borough Council
uses a 55 litre kerbside box supplied
by Straight, to collect paper, cardboard,
plastic bottles, cans and textiles from
over 70,000 households across the
County. This fortnightly collection currently
includes glass; however this material
will soon be collected in a separate
44 litre purple kerbside box. Following
this there will be a move to a weekly
collection from many properties within
the scheme. This second kerbside box
is from the same family as the 55 litre
box and is also supplied by Straight.
Smaller kerbside boxes are ideal for
collecting heavier materials such as glass
or paper as these materials can be
difficult to handle for both the resident
and collection operative.
Caerphilly County Borough Council
produces 80,000 tonnes of waste per
year of which 60% can be recycled.
This equates to approximately 1 tonne
per household. To reduce the amount
of waste sent to landfill and encourage
households to recycle the Council has
been running a kerbside collection scheme
for the past 9 years with great success.
Local authorities in Wales are
breathing new life into their
existing kerbside box recycling
schemes with an aim of further
reducing the amount of recyclable
material sent to landfill and
increasing recycling rates.

New lease of life for
kerbside recycling
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